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WILSON BLOCK, CALEDONIA

In our first issue of ‘“Welcome Back'', we asked for information about a flagstone monument in the
center of Main Street at Lake Street. We received this photo of the Wilson Block of the 1920's.

The flagstone monument was most likely put up after the FirstWorld War, where it oceupied this place in
the middle of Main Street until the middle of the 1930's.

Construction of the Wilson Block by Manuel Wilson was started in 1912. The State Bank of Caledonia
occupied the west part of the building soon after it was built until they moved to their new building on East
Main Street in 1972. The Post Office was in the east part of the building until it moved to its present
location at 141 East Main in 1959. Carl Higley was a barber in this building next to the Post Office. He
came to Caledonia in 1928 and operated his shop until 1974.

In the center part of the block, George Stockhill operated a grocery and clothing store which he
purchased April 24, 1924. He operated it until 1956.

R e e e R e R e e o O e e o e e S e e e e e e

The -editors of “"WELCOME BACK'" are grateful for the help they receive from many persons in
assembling the information contained in the various issues. The following persons were helpful in
submitting materials used in this issue: Ted Schantz, Rhea Cronin, Donald Kraft, Doris Green, Etta
Olthouse, Harriet Wells, Allen Good, Dorothy Higgins, Lula Schiedel, Beatrice Statsick, Mrs. Harry
Clemens.
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I came from Oklahoma,

Old friends to meet;

These are the pleasant faces
I have met on the street.

There is Mr. Fulton,

A man seen around town,
Claims he’s the oldest
Resident in town.

And Mr. E.S. Sherick,
As the record appears,
He lived in this vicinity
For nearly twenty years.

Again, there is W.1. Wood,
If my dates are not mixed.
Has been in this township
Since the year sixty-six.

The next is “‘Bill"" Seibert,
The man with the hammer,
Who does all his jobs

In the workman like manner.

And little Bert Palmer,
Proprietor of a barber shop,
When in need of a hair cut
Don’t go by - just stop.
And then J.H. Kinsey,

The up-to-date groceryman,
He treats every person

The best that he can.

And there is **Phil”’ Geib,

Who keeps wagons in repair;

He does all his work good

And his prices are fair.

Allen Godfrey is the man

That owns the big stock;

He sells boys' and mens' clothes
In the Kennedy block.

And there is Dr. Green,
A horse doctor bold;

He has been in that business
Until he's grown old.

The next is E.B. Hale,
The man that sells meat.
I tell you, his prices

They are hard to beat.
The next comes E. Bergy,
The truth to relate,

He is the best postmaster
There is in the state

Millie hands out the mail

As she used to do,

As though she were appointed
In the year seventy-iwo.

And now comes Dr. Hubbard
Who cures all your ills;

He always goes loaded

With powders and pills.

Caledonia In Rhyme
By Orville Broun

There's the familiar restaurant
At the west end of the sireet,
Mrs. Hubbard, the proprietor,
Has good things to eat.

And now Mr. Webb,

Who takes pictures fine,
Whether handsome or homely
He'll never decline.

Call on Dr. Houghton,
He will cure you so quick
You hardly will realize
That you have been sick.

And Robertson also,

His prices are so small

You have o use his glasses
To see them at all.

And there is Clarence Loring,
I nearly forgot;

When he starts for the train
He goes on a trot.

M. Wilson, the miller,

A very fine man;

He will do all your grinding
As fast as he can.

And then Dr, Graybiel,

Who has been here for years,
When under his care

Cast aside all your fears.

The art of flour making
Pursel well understands;
New Century Flour

Is his favorite brand.

And if you like ice cream
That's not out of sight

Just stop in at Beeler's

Any old night.

I must not forget C.H. Kinsey
Who sells Warner's cheese;
He's a very pleasant man
And easy to please.

I met Fatty Timm -

So jolly and clever;

Have I seen a better shaver?
Never, no, never.

There is Woodward & Son
Who run the hardware,
They close up their deals
Honest and fair.

‘The Bank of Caledonia,

The only one in town,

Is doing a large business

With all the country round.
Wenger Bros.” market

On the south side of the street
Claim their meats

Are juicy and sweet.
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If you like oranges
That are nice and sweet,
Go to John Timm's
A pleasant man to meet.
There is Ed Storey
A man of great reknown

He runs the best livery
That ever was in town.

Yes, and Dr. Olley,
Our veterinary Doc,
If your canines are ailing,

Walk in his office; don't knock.

There is *'Bill"’ Van Amburg
Over on the other side;

His business is good,

All he needs is a bride.

If you want to build a house
That is grand and good

Just go to Astor Kelsey,

He will furnish you the wood.

George Burkhardt’s a fine fellow,

With a white linen hanky:
But then, we all know
He's not a yankee.

There is Isaac Carrel

Who keeps the hotel;

People eat a whole lot,

But he's doing well.

Call on Tom Burns

If you have a horse to shoe,
Give him enough time

And good work he will do
There is Wenger & Clemens,
They run a hardware store,
Try their goods once - -
You'll go back for more.
Then W. O. Barber,

A dentist by trade,

Since he's been in this town
Many friends has he made,
The ball players of Caledonia

I am glad to relate,
When they hit the ball

They usually reach home plate.

Last, but not least,

Is the Caledonia News:

Read it every week

And you'll not have the blues.
Goodbye, dear friends,

I return to the west,

To the home 1 love

Of all places the best.

Written about 1908

CALEDONIA CREAMERY

Look familiar? It's the present location of A-1
Auto Service.

WENGER AND CLEMENS HARDWARE

This picture was taken around the year 1915. The
buildings were burned in a major fire in 1917,

o

1930 George Statsick Standard Oil Dealer






